Case study

“It opened up a whole
new world to me”
Anita Bruce
• Position: English teacher
• Teaching experience: 39 years
• Length of time using Educake: 6 weeks

When lockdown started, Anita Bruce
and her colleagues in the English
department at Minsthorpe Community
College in Pontefract had to get to
grips with online learning tools quickly.

I’ve been teaching for 39 years, and I’ve not had very much
experience in online learning programmes … We started using Educake
as a department after Easter. Our colleagues in the science department
have been using it for years, and so our principal recommended it.

The value of retrieval practice
“I still feel quite a novice with it. But I’ve learned quickly about how it can impact my students. It’s a diagnostic
programme that gets into the corners of subject knowledge and guides students to be precise and accurate
in their English skills.”

Feedback and self-reflection
“It’s very attractive visually and the auto-marking means they
get instant feedback, which allows them to go the next step
with the feedback, diagnosis and response. I love how it’s a
celebration of learning. It’s positive, positive, positive, which
is how I like education to be.
“I found it really interesting to see students do their own
learning reviews and to read what they’re thinking about:
what went well, what didn’t go so well, and what to
improve on. I see that being a really powerful complement
to our own feedback.”

Keeping students engaged
With some students having limited support and monitoring at home, Anita thinks engagement is vital.
“ It’s so good at getting students to do things independently and appreciate the power of review work.
It’s a model that could really help students accelerate their own learning and develop confidence.”

The role of teachers
While Educake helped Anita make remote learning
work, it also made her think about her teaching
practice in general.
“ It’s reminded me of the importance of retrieval practice
for things like literary terms and word classes. I think that’s
something that gets neglected, and for me it was a great
reminder of the importance of revisiting these, for both
students and teachers, before the forgetting curve kicks in.
“ Educake has given me the power to be more diagnostic, picking up personalised patterns in students’ learning,
as well as across classes collectively. It’s something I’ll use even when students are back in class.”

Anita’s conclusion:
I think it’s absolutely great and has fabulous potential with
long-term use. I love the way Educake has thought of how teachers
and students can progress together through teaching and learning.
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